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Grammar
•	present continuous

•	present simple & present 
continuous 

•	can / can’t for possibility, 
permission & offering

•	Whose... ? + possessive 
pronouns

•	comparatives

•	superlatives

•	(not) as … as

Functions
•	talking about present 

activities

•	talking about the present 

•	comparing things 

•	making comparisons

Vocabulary &  
Word expander
•	clothes

•	party

•	jobs

•	adjectives

•	places in a town

•	very/really | also |  
one/ones | probably | 
over/about | What’s... like?

Communication & 
fluency
•	going shopping

•	doing a quiz

•	talking about my life and 
free time

[Bonus grammar]
•	adverbs of manner



Vocabulary
1 CLOTHES CD2.02 Match the words with the photos. Then listen and check.

T-shirt

trousers

skirt  

trainers

jacket  

coat  

tights  

leggings

hat  

dress

sweater

boots

jeans

shirt

shoes

sandals

shorts

sweatshirt

Sure start

2 Complete the questionnaire for you.

3 SPEAKING Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions.

4 Report to the class.

wear at home?

wear to your classes?

wear in the summer?

wear in the winter?

usually wear at the weekend?

always wear?

Where do you buy your clothes? What's your favourite 
clothes shop?

Have you got any really old clothes?Do you borrow your 
friends clothes?

What do

                  
you...

never wear?



Vocabulary
1a PARTY CD2.03 Match the words with the photos. Then listen and check.

 fancy dress

 invitations

 presents

 fireworks

 decorations

 banners

 DJ

 music system

 food and drink

1b Talk about parties in your country. Use these verbs.

have      dance      wear      eat      give      drink      watch      put up      send      get

Comprehension
2 WARM UP Look at the photos on page 57.

What clothes can you see?

3 DVD | CD2.04 Watch/Listen and read the
dialogues. Then complete the sentences with
the names.

Jamie      Lauren      Alex      Becky

1 ____________ is wearing an amazing shirt.
2 ____________ are getting ready at home.
3 ____________ is wearing punk clothes.
4 ____________ is sitting on a bus.
5 ____________ are waiting in Coffee Heaven.
6 ____________ is wearing a Superman costume.

4 Read the dialogues again and answer the
questions.

Why…
1 are the friends wearing special clothes?
2 is Alex’s journey a bit of a nightmare?
3 is he embarrassed?
4 do the friends laugh at Alex?

5  Read Word Expander and find examples in
the dialogues.

Talking about present activities
6 Study the rules and underline other examples

of the present continuous in the dialogue.

Present continuous
★ Use the present continuous for actions that 

are happening now.
What are you wearing? I’m wearing a hippie 
dress. 
Are you wearing your costume? Yes, I am.

★ Form the present continuous with:
be + verb + -ing. 

q GRAMMAR HUB p60

7a SPEAKING Work in pairs. Ask and answer
questions about your partner, family and
friends.

What are you wearing today?
I’m wearing a T-shirt, jeans and trainers. And
a hat!

What’s your father doing at the moment?
I think he’s driving home from work.

7b Write your answers to the questions in
exercise 7a.

My sister is wearing a sweater, a dress and 
boots.
My best friend is studying.Use very and really to emphasise an adjective.

The signal’s really bad.



LAUREN Hi, Jamie.

JAMIE  Hey, Lauren. How are things?

LAUREN Great. We’re nearly ready.

JAMIE  What are you wearing?

LAUREN Well, I’m wearing a hippie T-shirt and 

skirt and Becky’s going as a punk. She’s 

wearing a punk jacket and old black 

jeans. What about you?

JAMIE  Oh, I’m wearing an amazing shirt and 

trousers. 

LAUREN Cool! 

JAMIE  Let’s meet in about an hour. What about 

at Coffee Heaven? Then we can go to the 

party together.

LAUREN OK! See you there!

LAUREN Hey, there’s Alex! 

BECKY  I don’t believe it. 

ALEX  Hey guys. Sorry I’m late. What are you laughing at?

JAMIE  We’re laughing at you, man! Why are you 

wearing a Superman costume?

ALEX  Because it’s a fancy dress party.

JAMIE  Yeah, but the theme is the nineteen seventies, 

not superheroes!

BECKY  Thank you.

LAUREN Thanks. 

JAMIE  Whose is this coffee?

LAUREN It’s mine. That’s yours.

JAMIE  Oh, right.

BECKY  Hey, Jamie, where’s Alex? 

He’s late. 

JAMIE  Hang on. I can call him... 

Alex? Where are you?

ALEX  I’m sitting on a bus. It’s a 

bit of a nightmare. The bus 

isn’t moving at the moment. 

JAMIE  No worries. Are you 

wearing your costume?

ALEX  Yes, I am, and it’s really 

embarrassing. People are 

looking at me. 

JAMIE  What are you wearing?

ALEX  Sorry, I can’t hear you… 

the signal’s really bad... 

JAMIE  Alex? Alex? 



1b SPEAKING Work in pairs. Describe and guess
the jobs. Choose from the ideas.

wear a uniform work with animals
work inside       work outside      
sell things work with children      
talk on the phone       use a computer      
work with people       work at the weekend      
work at night       travel a lot      
cut hair  This person wears a uniform and works with

people.

 A nurse.

Comprehension
2 WARM UP Look at the three job titles in the

article on page 59. What do you think people
do in these jobs?

3a READING Read the article. Circle T (True) or
F (False). Correct the false sentences.

1 Wayne tests new video games at home on his
computer.  T / F

2 After work he often sees his friends from the
office.  T / F

3 Karina often eats chocolate in her free time.  T / F

4 She goes to the gym three times a month.  T / F

5 David’s working day starts in the afternoon.  T / F

6 He takes photos on his bike for an Internet
company.  T / F

3b Read the article again and complete the
sentences with the correct form of the verbs.

1 This week Wayne ________ a new space game
and he ________ it.

2 At the moment Karina ________ at her desk and
________ a new type of chocolate.

3 Today David ________ in Paris and he ________
lots of photos.

4 Read the article again and add words to the
groups.

Vocabulary
1a JOBS CD2.05 Match the jobs with the pictures. Then listen and check.

  a waiter
  an office worker
  a hairdresser
  an electrician
  a firefighter
  a bus driver
  a journalist
  a police officer
  a farmer
  a cook
  a nurse
  a shop assistant
  a vet
  a factory worker

WORK

VERBS

job

f un
boring work play

company

test enjoy

ADJECTIVES

Use also to add information. Put also after the 
verb be or have. 
There are also lots of calories. The bike has also
got nine cameras. 

Put also before other verbs.
I also like cycling. 



Talking about the present
5 Study the rules. Then underline the present

simple and circle the present continuous in
the article.

The video games tester
I love two things: video games and technology. So my job is the definition 
of cool! I test new video games for a company. I work in an o�ce with the 
other guys in my team. I guess I work 10–12 hours a day, six days a week. 
The job’s fun but it can be boring, too. I play the same games again and 
again. This week I’m testing a new space game with astronauts and aliens 
– and I’m enjoying it. After work I often hang out with my mates from the 
o�ce. We have a pizza and we talk about ... video games! Wayne

6 Complete the sentences with the correct
form of the verbs in brackets.

1 I usually __________ to college by bus. (go)
2 Jasmine normally __________ early, but today

she __________ in bed. (get up / stay)
3 Sam and Lilly __________ lunch at the moment.

(have)
4 What __________ you __________ on your

e-reader at the moment? (read)
5 Alicia __________ in a clothes shop at the

weekend. (work)
6 Nick usually __________ a T-shirt and jeans, but

today he __________ a suit! (wear / wear)
7 Mohammad __________ a lot of science fiction

films these days. (watch)
8 Grace normally __________ a laptop, but today

she __________ on a tablet. (use / work)

Present simple & present continuous
★ Use the present simple to talk about regular 

activities and facts.
I test new video games for a company.     
I only eat healthy food.     

★ Use the present continuous to talk about 
actions at the time of speaking.
At the moment I’m testing a new space game.     
I’m taking a lot of photos.    

★ We often use time expressions such as:
today     this week     this month     this year     
these days

q GRAMMAR HUB p60

I go out in the morning and 
I take photos on my bike. 
But I’m not a tourist. I work 
for an Internet company. 
Their online maps show you 
three-dimensional pictures 
of streets and buildings. 
Today I’m cycling around 
the Montmartre area of 
Paris and I’m taking lots of photos. I've got nine 
cameras and a computer. This the perfect job for 
me. I’m interested in architecture, I also like cycling 
and I love cameras! So am I happy? You bet! David

I eat chocolate from 
Monday to Friday – 
and people pay me! 

That’s right, I taste new chocolates for a 
chocolate company. And I love chocolate. 
It’s the best thing ever! At the moment I’m 
sitting at my desk and I’m trying our new 
orange and chilli chocolate. It’s delicious. 
Are there bad points to this job? Well, I go 
to the dentist regularly for check-ups. And 
there are also lots of calories. So at home 
I don’t eat chocolate. I only eat healthy 
food. And I go the gym three times a week. 
Karina

The cycling
photographer

     The 
chocolate taster



Present continuous
POSITIVE

She’s talking on the phone.

They’re writing e-mails.

NEGATIVE

She isn’t wearing a sweater.

They aren’t having breakfast.

QUESTIONS & SHORT ANSWERS

Are you listening? 

Yes, I am. / No, I’m not.

What’s he doing now?

q Grammar reference p186

1a Complete the sentences with the correct
form of the verbs in brackets.

1 Asif ________ (work) on his project this week.  

2 Don’t talk! We ________ (listen) to Lana Del Rey’s new album.

3 They ________ (not do) anything at the moment. They

________(relax).

4 It’s 5 o’clock and I ________ (do) my homework.  

5 Lucy ________ (play) her guitar and Ryan ________ (sing).

They ________ (practise) for a show next week.

6 At the moment, Gavin and Tyler ________ (play) tennis at the

sports centre. Tyler ________ (win).  

1b Look at the verbs in exercise 1a again. Which are actions
in progress (A)? Which are temporary situations (T)?

2a Read and match the parts of the sentences.

2b Write sentences like Lizzie’s for you.
This month I’m...

2c SPEAKING Work in pairs. Ask and answer questions.

   What are you doing at the moment?
     I’m reading Tolstoy’s War and Peace!

Present simple & present continuous
3 Study the rule and complete the examples with the

phrases.

’m reading     ’s visiting     get up     works

★ Use the present simple and the present continuous 
together to contrast routine activities with present 
actions. 

During the week I 1________ early, but today I 
2__________ my e-book in bed because it’s Saturday!

Emily usually 3________ in the office, but today she 
4________ a new client. 

q Grammar reference p189

4a Complete the dialogue with the correct form of the
present simple or present continuous.

SALLY What 1_____ (you/do), John?

JOHN I 2_____ (have) the best job in the world! I 3_____ (work)

for Global Travel.  

SALLY 4_____ (you/travel) to different holiday resorts, then?

JOHN Yes. I 5_____ (go) down all the water slides and I 6_____

(check) they are fun and safe. But I 7_____ (not work) every

day.

SALLY 8_____ (work) at the moment?

JOHN Yes.

SALLY So what 9_____ (you/do) now?

JOHN This week I 10_____ (test) water slides at resorts in Turkey.

I usually spend eight hours in the water. I love it! At the

moment I 11_____ (sit) at the computer because I 12_____

(write) my reports. It’s the most boring part of the job!   

SALLY And what 13_____ (you/usually/do) after you write the

reports?

JOHN I always 14_____(go) to the swimming pool or the beach!

4b Read the dialogue again and answer the questions.

1 What company does John work for?

2 Why does he go down all the water slides?

3 Where is he working this week?

4 How many hours does he usually spend in the water?

5 Why is he sitting at the computer at the moment?

6 What does he do after writing his reports?

THINGS CHANGE, WE GET CRAZES AND OBSESSIONS!
HERE ARE MINE FOR THIS MONTH.

This month I’m...

1 reading a) Coldplay. New cool! 6

2 listening to  b) my big sister. She’s staying with us.

3 studying c) my 18th birthday party.

4 hanging out with d) a lot of chess with my mum.

5 thinking about e) a brilliant graphic novel.

6 playing f) chemistry - molecules are fun.



5 SPEAKING Work in pairs. Student A look at the photos below. Student B
look at the photos on page 174. Guess what the people are doing.

A    Is Dave exercising at the gym?

      B    No, he isn’t?

Whose… ? + possessive pronouns 
8 Study the rules and complete the table with the

pronouns.

mine     hers     you     we     theirs     ours

★ Use possessive pronouns to talk about possessions. 

Here’s your homework. Is this yours, Rob?

Yes, it is.
★ Use Whose…?  to ask about possessions .

Whose is this mobile phone?

It’s mine! 

SUBJECT PRONOUNS POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

I 1____

2____ yours

he his

she 3_____

it

4____ 5_____

you yours

they 6______

q Grammar reference p192

9 Choose the correct words to complete the dialogues.

1 ‘Who / Whose is this tablet? Is it you / yours?’ ‘No, it isn’t

my / mine. My / Mine tablet is red.’

2 ‘Who / Whose is that?’ ‘That’s Marcos. He / His sister is

in my / mine class.’

3 ‘I don’t know if this is Jo’s book. Perhaps it’s / its Tim’s book.’

‘Yes, it is his / hers. He’s reading it at the moment.’

4 ‘Who / Whose are these shoes? Are they Sarah’s shoes?’

‘Yes, they’re she / hers.’

5 ‘Is that Liam and Sue’s house?’ ‘Yes, it’s they / theirs.

They / Theirs are painting it now.’  

6 ‘Who / Whose is that car? Is it you / yours or Madison’s?’

‘It’s we / ours. We / Our both drive it!’

can / can’t for possibility, permission & offering

6 Study the rules and decide if the sentences are A, B or C.

A Use can/can’t to talk about possibility. 

I can call him. We can’t see the board. 
B Use can to ask permission.

Can I use a dictionary?
C Use can to offer help.

Can I help you?

q Grammar reference p180

1 ___ Can I take photos in the exhibition?

2 ___ She can’t come to the party.

3 ___ Can I carry your bag?

4 ___ You can buy a guide book here.

5 ___ Can we sit down here?

6 ___ Can I give you a lift to the station in my car?

7a LISTENING CD2.06 Listen to the dialogues. Are they talking
about possibility (A), permission (B) or offering (C)?

1 A       B       C

2 A       B       C

3 A       B       C

4 A       B       C

5 A       B       C

7b Listen again. Circle T (True) or F (False).

1 Ruth can’t buy the first phone she sees.  T / F

2 Mike can open the window.  T / F

3 Claire can’t do her maths homework.   T / F

4 Devon can’t use Sofia’s mobile phone.  T / F

5 Jake and Anya aren’t enjoying the film.   T / F

6 They can’t change seats. The cinema is full.   T / F

7c SPEAKING  Work in pairs. Roleplay two dialogues from
exercise 7a.  



Shop assistant
Can I help you?

What size are you?

Here you are.

Would you like to try it on?

Is it / Are they OK?

It’s / They’re £50.

Customer
Excuse me, have you got...

I’m looking for…

I’d like to buy…

I’m a size 42.

Have you got this in small /
medium / large?

Can I try it / them on?

How much is it / are they?

I’ll take it / them.

Shopping
1a ACCESSORIES CD2.07 Match the words

with the photos. Then listen and check.

handbag

bracelet

ring

stud

belt

earrings

necklace

1b Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions.

Which of the things in exercise 1a...
• are you wearing today?
• have you got with you today?
• do you never wear or have with you?
• do you usually wear or have with you?

2a LISTENING CD2.08 Listen and repeat.

1p  2p  5p  10p  50p  £1  £10  £20  £12.50  £49.99

Buying clothes
3 DVD | CD2.10 Watch/Listen and answer the

questions.

1 What is Alex’s problem?
2 What does he want Becky to do?
3 What time can they meet?

4 Look at the photo on page 63. Where is Alex?
What is he wearing?

5a DVD | CD2.11 Watch/Listen and complete the
conversation with these words.

 much     excuse     try course
here     small     about  

5b Act out the dialogues in groups of three.

6 DVD | CD2.12 Alex is at a shoe shop. Who
says the following things? Write A (Alex), B
(Becky) or S (shop assistant). Watch/Listen
and check.

1 Can I help you? ___
2 What size are you? ___
3 Are they OK? ___
4 That’s a bit expensive. ___
5 What about these? ___
6 How much are they? ___

chain

scarf

sunglasses

gloves

bag

friendship bracelet

watch

SAYING PRICES
£1.50 = one pound fifty / one fifty  
£10.99 = ten pounds ninety-nine (pence) /
ten ninety-nine

2b CD2.09 Listen and write the prices.



ALEX  Hey, Becky. What do you think about this shirt?

BECKY  No, Alex. Not that colour. What 1_____ this one?

ALEX  Yeah, that’s all right. What size is it?

BECKY  It’s a 2_____.

ALEX  OK. 3_____ me, have you got that in medium?

SHOP ASSISTANT  Yes, I think so. Just a moment. 4_____ you are.

ALEX  Thanks. Can I 5_____ it on?

SHOP ASSISTANT  Yes, of 6_____. The changing room’s over there.

later...

ALEX  Well? Do you like it?

BECKY  I love it. You look great.

ALEX  Excuse me, hi. How 7_____ is it?

SHOP ASSISTANT  It’s £50.

ALEX  50? OK... I’ll take it.

BECKY  OK. Let’s look for trousers and 

belts...

Use one or ones to avoid repeating 
a noun in a conversation.
I’m looking for a blue T-shirt. Have you 
got one? (one = T-shirt)     
Have you got these trainers in black? 
Sorry, we’ve only got these ones. 
(ones = trainers)

7 DVD | CD2.13 Watch/Listen and
answer the questions.

1 What new things is Alex wearing?
2 What is wrong with his new look?

Scenario
8a Work in pairs. You are the shop

assistant and a customer in the
clothes shop. Take it in turns to
choose an item of clothing and
an accessory. Use expressions
from Core phrases.

8b Write out your dialogues.

9 Read Culture and answer the questions.

• Do you get an allowance?
• How do people normally pay for things in your country?

British people use credit and debit cards a 
lot. If you buy goods, supermarkets can give 
cash back on cards like a cash point (ATM). 
Young people living at home often get an 
allowance from their parents. And they can 
have bank accounts to take money from cash 
points but they don’t usually have credit 
cards. When they shop online they often 
create wish lists! 



Vocabulary 
1 ADJECTIVES Complete the sentences with the

adjectives. There may be more than one answer.

 healthy     exciting     interesting     loud     cheap     scary     
boring     friendly     attractive     enjoyable

1 Vegetables are very _____. They keep you well.
2 This is an _____ book. It tells you all about Africa.
3 I like your new hat. It’s very _____.
4 I love theme parks. The rides are really _____.
5 My new mobile phone contract was very _____.
6 I love a really _____ horror film.
7 Oh dear! This is a very_____ lesson.
8 Sam is a nice person. He’s always very _____.
9 Your music is really _____. Turn it down!

 10 I’m having fun. I’m playing a very _____ video game.

2 WARM UP Quickly scan the blog on page 65. Find
comparative forms of the adjectives in exercise 1.

Comparing things
3 Study the rules and guess how you form

comparatives from these adjectives.

fast     expensive     old     dangerous     tall     
short     fascinating

Comparatives
★ Use than to make a comparison.

Dogs are friendlier than cats.

★ One syllable adjectives, add er to the adjective.
tasty  tastier    cheap  cheaper     

★ Most two-syllable adjectives and all longer ones, 
add more.
attractive  more attractive

★ Adjectives ending in -ing or -ed, add more. 
boring  more boring     

★ Irregular adjectives
good  better     bad  worse

★ You can use less instead of more. 
Shopping is more interesting than a walk in the park. 
= A walk in the park is less interesting than shopping. 

q GRAMMAR HUB p68

4 CD2.14 Listen and repeat the sentences.
Focus on the adjective + -er /ə/ and
than /ð ə n/.  

1 Clare is taller than me.
2 Madrid is hotter than London.
3 My bag is bigger than yours.
4 English is easier than Russian.

Comprehension
5a READING Read the blog again and

complete the sentences.

___________ is more romantic
than ___________.

___________ are healthier than ___________.

___________ are friendlier
than ___________.

___________ is less scary
than ___________.

___________ is uglier than ___________.

___________ are more expensive
than ___________.

___________ is quieter than ___________.

___________ is more fun than ___________.

___________ is less enjoyable
than ___________.

5b SPEAKING Work in groups. Discuss your
opinions of the things in the blog.

I think the park is more fun than the
shopping mall.

I don’t agree. I love shopping. Parks are
more boring!

6 WRITING Compare new things. Write
sentences like in exercise 5a.

C



Smoothies are healthier 
and tastier than ice cream. 
I often make a banana 
smoothie for my friends! 

Some of my friends have got 
e-books. But in my opinion, an 
e-book is not as good as a real 
book. Books are more attractive 
and paper smells nice, too.

There’s no contest! A live 
football match is more enjoyable 
than a match on TV! Me and my 
dad have got a Chelsea season 
ticket.

Shopping is more interesting 
than a walk in the park. In the 
park people play football or 
(boring!) sit on the grass and 
enjoy nature. It isn’t my thing! 

Dogs are friendlier than cats. I 
haven’t got a pet, but my friends’ 
dogs are really playful and fun. 
But their cats run away! What 
more is there to say?

Social networking is not as fun
as seeing your friends face to 
face. But it’s OK in the evening 
after doing my course work!

Heavy Metal is better than 
dance music. And it’s louder 
and it’s more exciting. I love it.

Lord of the Rings is scarier 
than Twilight and is less 
romantic. I love the books 
and the films! 

Come on, you’re joking! I’m 17 years old. I play computer 
games not board games. Board games are more boring than 
computer games.

I like pizzas, but I prefer 
burgers. Fast food restaurants 
are cheaper than pizzerias, 
too! You can hang out in them 
with your friends. 



Vocabulary
1a CD2.15 PLACES IN A TOWN 1 Find the places on

the map. Then listen and check.

1b SPEAKING Work in pairs. Ask and answer
questions about places in your town.

 Is there a market?   Yes, there is.

 Where’s the town hall?  It’s in King Street.

 Are there a lot of shops?  Yes, there are.

2 WARM UP Quickly read the webpage on page
67 and find words from exercise 1a.

Comprehension
3a READING Read the webpage quickly and

answer the questions.  

Where can you...
1 buy retro clothes?
2 see lots of different restaurants?
3 look at strange old objects?
4 relax on a very comfortable sofa?
5 see great views of the city?

3b Read the webpage again and answer the
questions.

1 What’s the best way to travel around Oxford?
2 How much does the Pitt Rivers Museum cost?
3 What can you do in Blackwell’s Bookshop?
4 What can you buy in Reign?
5 What do you use when you go punting?

4 Read Word Expander and underline other
examples on the webpage.

  library
 museum
 market
  park
 shop

 restaurant
 café
 bank
 post office
 town hall

 shopping centre
 train station
 sports centre
 cinema
 car park

Making comparisons

Use probably to express doubt about 
a statement. 
It’s probably the busiest road in Oxford. 

5 Study the rules, then underline the superlatives
on the webpage.

Superlatives
★ Use superlatives to compare people and things 

with ALL the other people and things in that 
group.

★ Use the in a superlative sentence.
The fastest form of transport is on your bike.

★ One syllable adjectives, add -est to the 
adjective.
fast  faster  the fastest

★ Most adjectives of two syllables, and all longer 
ones, add (the) most in front of the adjective.
comfortable  more comfortable  the most 
comfortable

q GRAMMAR HUB p68



Oxford isn’t a big city, but there’s 
always a lot of tra�c. So the fastest 
form of transport is... on your bike! 

Forget traditional Oxford. The most interesting 
road is Cowley Road. It’s probably the busiest 
road, too. It’s noisy, dirty and amazing! Do you 
want to eat Turkish, Indian, Chinese, Polish or 
Thai food? Then there’s a restaurant here for you.

For the biggest choice of retro clothes, go 
to Reign. You can find sunglasses, hats, shirts, 
dresses, scarves and suits. It’s a great place to get 
clothes for a fancy dress party!

South Parks is the 
best place to hang 
out in the summer. 
And it’s got great 
views of the city. 
There are often 
open-air concerts 
with bands like 
Radiohead.

Time for a co�ee? The Grand Café, on High Street, 
is on the site of the first co�ee house in England, over 
350 years ago! You can also get co�ee in Blackwell’s 
Bookshop on Broad Street. It has got the most 
comfortable sofas in Oxford. You can have a cake and 
a co�ee and look at the books, too. Try not to sleep!

Hungry? You can probably get 
the tastiest food at Pieminister in 
the Covered Market. They serve 
traditional pies, including vegetarian 
ones. I love their mashed potato, too.

The Pitt Rivers Museum is the weirdest 
museum in Oxford. It isn’t the biggest 
museum in the world, but it’s probably the 
most crowded! It’s got half a million objects. 
There are crazy masks, scary skulls and 
strange musical instruments. And it’s free!

Punting is the most 
relaxing activity in Oxford. 
You travel in a punt on 
the river. Actually it’s not 
relaxing for one person. He 
or she uses a long pole to 
move the boat. It isn’t easy, 
so don’t fall in the water!

6 Think about places where you live and complete the sentences.

• The oldest building is... • The busiest place is... • ... is the most relaxing place to hang out.

• The tastiest food is at... • ... is the best place to buy clothes. • ... is the most beautiful building.

7 SPEAKING Compare your ideas in groups. Who has got the best ideas?

I think the oldest building is the museum.    I don’t agree. I think it’s the town hall.

8 COMPETENCE ZONE Write a page like Olly’s guide about your town or city.

HOME
MORE PHOTOS

UNIVERSITY
MUSIC
LINKS
MAPS



Comparatives & superlatives

1 Study the rules and complete the examples.

★ One syllable: + -er or -est
old   older   the oldest
clever   1________   the 2________

★ Ending in -e:  + -r or -st
nice   3________   the 4________

★ Ending in vowel + consonant, double the 
consonant: + -er or -est (except -w or -x)
big   5________   the biggest
low    6________   the lowest

★ Ending in consonant + -y, change -y to -i and add -er
happy   7________   the happiest
lazy    lazier   the 8________

★ Use more / the most
careful   9________  ________   the most careful
expensive   more expensive   the 10_______  ________ 

★ Some common adjectives are irregular
good   better   the best
bad   worse   the worst
far   further/farther   the furthest / the farthest

★ You can use the comparative form of an adjective in front 
of a noun. 
Joanna is a better runner than Mel.

★ You can emphasise comparatives with a bit / a lot / much.
My room is a bit smaller than my sister’s.

★ You can use less and the least with long adjectives. 
I have the least exciting job in the world.

q Grammar reference p178

2a Complete the sentences with the comparative of the
adjectives in brackets. Then tick ( ) the sentences you
agree with.

1  Life in a village is ________ ________ (interesting) than life 

in a city.

2  Cities are much ________ (safe) than villages.

3  It’s good that cities are ________ (noisy) than villages! 

Noise is good.

4  Cities are ________ ________ (boring) than villages.

5  Cities are much ________ (big) than villages. I think that’s 

a good thing! 

6  A village is ________ ________ (peaceful) than a city. 

That’s boring. 

2b SPEAKING  Work in pairs. Compare your answers. Do you
agree? Is it better to live in a city or a village? Why?

3a Complete the quiz on page 69 with the superlative
form of the adjectives in brackets. Then answer the
questions.

3b Compare your answers with your partner.

4a LISTENING CD2.16 Listen to a radio programme and check
your answers to the quiz.

4b Listen again. Circle T (True) or F (False).

1 Hollywood makes about 800 films a year. T / F 

2 The narrowest house is only 78 centimetres 

wide at its narrowest part. T / F

3 Experts think that Damascus is 9,000 years old. T / F

4 About 9.5 million people live in Moscow. T / F

5 Edgar Allan Poe is a famous British writer. T / F 

6 The smallest museum in the world is in a school. T / F

7 The longest river is 650 kilometres longer than T / F

the Amazon River. 

8 The Great Victoria Desert is the biggest desert in T / F

the world 

9 Africa has the biggest number of dangerous spiders. T / F

(not) as… as
★ Use as… as when two things are the same. 
 Speaking a language is as important as

understanding it.
★ Use not as… as to talk about the differences 

between two things. 
 I think an e-book is not as good as a real book.

q Grammar reference p182



1 Everyone loves films, but whic  
is the ____ (big) film industr  
in the world?
a Hollywood, USA
b Bollywood, India
c Nollywood, Nigeria 

2 The ____ (narrow) house in 
the world is only 122 cm at its 
widest part! Where is it?
a Poland
b France
c America 

3 The ____ (old) city in the 
world is thousands of years old. 
Where is it?
a Greece
b Afghanistan
c Syria 

4  Millions of people live in some 
cities. Which is the ____ 
(crowded) city? 
a Moscow
b Mexico City
c Shanghai 

5  The ____ (small) museum in 
the world is in America. Which 
writer is it about?
a Edgar Allen Poe
b Charles Dickens
c Jane Austen 

6 The ____ (long) river in the 
world is 6,695 km long. 
What is its name?
a The Ganges
b The Amazon
c The Nile 

7 In the ____ (dry) place on 
Earth, it only rains 0.1 cm of 
water a year! Where is it? 
a The Sahara Desert, Africa
b The Atacama Desert, Chile
c  The Great Victoria Desert, 

Australia

8Where does the ____ 
(dangerous) spider in the world 
live?
a Africa
b Australia
c  South America

7 SPEAKING Work in groups of three. Compare the things
below. Use these adjectives or your own ideas.

interesting     dangerous     fast     good     boring     
expensive     cheap     hot     tasty     talented     healthy

  I think pop music is a lot more interesting than jazz.

   I agree. Jazz is the most boring!

  Really? Pop music is as interesting as jazz, but I think 
indie music is the best! 

5 Complete the sentences so the meaning is the same.
Use (not) as… as.

1 Italian food is tastier than Chinese food.

   Chinese food is not as tasty as Italian food. 

2 Live music is good. Downloads are good. 

   Live music ________ downloads.

3 Football is boring, but cricket is more boring. 

   Football ________ cricket. 

4 Films at the cinema are always more exciting than DVDs. 

   DVDs are ________ as films at the cinema. 

5 Walking is healthy. Running is healthy too.

   Walking is ________ jogging. 

6 Paris is big, but London is bigger.

   Paris is ________ London. 

6a CD2.17 Listen and repeat the sentence, paying
attention to the underlined /ə/ sounds.

Jo is younger than Sam. 
He’s not as tal l as me.

6b CD2.18 Underline the /ə/ sounds in the sentences.
Then listen, check and repeat.

1 France is bigger than Denmark.

2 Is Alex as old as you?

3 Spain is hotter than Norway.

4 I think books can be as exciting as films.

5 Italian food is better than Chinese food.

indie music   pop music   jazz music

Lionel Messi
Wayne Rooney    Cristiano Ronaldo

basketball    skiing    cycling   

Indian food    fast food      
vegetarian food

clothes shops   clothes markets   
clothes websites   

Kristen Stewart   Emma Watson
Zoe Saldana

Robert Pattinson   Elijah Wood
Jamie Foxx

cars   trains   planes



Vocabulary

1a PLACES IN A TOWN 2 Scan the webpage and
find the words. Make notes about each one.

bridge   cathedral   skyscraper   river   palace   zoo 
big wheel   art gallery   theatre   department store   

bridge – The Mil lennium Bridge

1b Work in pairs. Write examples of some of the
places in your town or city.

Reading & listening 
2 WARM UP Look at the photos on page 71.

Which places from exercise 1a can you see?

3a Read the webpage and match the headings
with the paragraphs.

SHOPPING 

POLITICS 

CULTURE 

THE RIVER 

RELAXING 

‘TO BE OR NOT TO BE’ 

THE NUMBER 1 ATTRACTION 

BIG BUILDINGS 

ROYAL LIFESTYLE 

3b Read the webpage again and answer the
questions.

1 When can you see plays at the Globe Theatre?
2 Where is the best place to buy things?
3 What is the most popular place for tourists in the UK?
4 How old is St Paul’s Cathedral?
5 What can you do in Regent’s Park?
6 Where can you see modern art?
7 How do you get across London’s newest bridge?
8 Where can you see politicians?

4 Read Word Expander and choose the correct
number. Then underline other examples of
over and about in the article.

5 Complete the phrases with numbers, dates
and heights from the webpage.
1______________ annual visitors to the London Eye     
2______________ departments in Harrods     
3______________ objects in the British Museum       
4______________ the height of the Shard building      
5______________ the age of St Paul’s         
6______________ bridges over the River Thames     
7______________ rooms in Buckingham Palace     
8______________ the first Globe Theatre

6 CD2.19 Listen to the interviews and complete
the information.

Where are they? What are they doing?

1 Dieter

2 Sylvie

3 Camilla 
and 
Marianna

4 Aaron

5 Gabriella 

6 Mary and 
Jack 

Speaking & writing 

7 Work in pairs. Talk about a famous city – but
don’t name it! Your partner says what it is.

It’s a big, exciting city. There are lots of 
skyscrapers. There’s a very famous bridge. 
There are yellow taxis.

It’s New York.

8 COMPETENCE ZONE Write an online guide to
your town or city. Choose the top five places
to visit. Use the webpage as a guide. Write
about:

• its name and history
• some facts (dates, visitors, etc.)
• its qualities (use comparatives and superlatives)
• why you recommend it
• add pictures and captions if possible.

� ACTION POINT Preparing to listen
Read the questions. What sort of information 
do they ask for? It could be places, activities, 
etc. This helps you focus your attention.

Use over and about when the exact number 
isn’t important.
over 50,000 visitors = a) 50,500  b) 49, 900
about 40km = a) 50km  b) 39.5km



1 THE RIVER THAMES   is the heart of the city.  There are 104 
bridges – London Bridge and Tower Bridge are the most famous. Cross 
the new Millennium Bridge on foot. It's London's first bridge in 100 years. 

 2 SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE THEATRE  is exactly the same 
as the original 1599 theatre, but it only dates from 1997! In the summer 
you can see plays there. You can shout during a performance just like in 
Shakespeare's time! Take an umbrella - there's no roof!

 3 TATE MODERN – is the world's largest modern art gallery. It's 
in an old power station, it's a fantastic place to visit. However, don't miss 
the British Museum with its collection of over 8 million objects. Follow 
the museum's three-hour guide of the highlights! 

 4 THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT  and  BIG BEN  are London 
landmarks, so don't forget your camera. There are two chambers – the House of 
Commons and the House of Lords. You can go inside and watch the politicians. 

 5   The Queen's official London home is  BUCKINGHAM PALACE. It's 
got 775 rooms! The Queen has about 50,000 guests a year to parties and events 
– sorry, invitation only! But you can see the Changing of the Guard.

 6 THE LONDON EYE  is the world's largest sightseeing wheel and the 
most popular UK tourist attraction with about 3.5 million visitors a year.  You 
can often see distances of 40 kilometres.

 7 London's cathedral,  ST PAUL'S  is 108 metres tall 
and over 300 years old. The entrance ticket isn't cheap, but the 
cathedral is impressive, and the dome has got amazing views. 
At 309 metres tall, the new Shard building is the tallest building 
in the European Union. You can't miss it!

 8 Where's the best place to go when it's sunny or to relax? 
One of London's many large parks such as
 HYDE PARK  ,  KENSINGTON GARDENS  or 
 REGENT’S PARK .  There isn't time for  
 LONDON ZOO  , but it's in Regent's Park. 

 9 The best place for shopping is  CAMDEN MARKET . 
You can find vintage clothes, jewellery, great food and all sorts 
of things. Or go to Harrod's, the world-famous department 
store. It's got over 330 different departments and an incredible 
Food Hall.



I can use the present continuous & the present simple   A2
1a Complete the text with the correct form of the verbs. Use the present simple

or the present continuous.

write (x2)  sing   read   come   not see   watch   play (x2)   
love   study   do (x3)   go (x2)   not read   practise   make

Hi Imogen. Life is fun at the moment! It’s 
very different from my normal routine! I 
usually go to college and in the evening I 
1  my coursework and I 2  the 
guitar. I sometimes 3  a book and I often 
4  TV. My boyfriend 5  round twice a 
week and at the weekend we 6  out with 
our mates. But this month is different. I 
7  books and I 8  my friends.

Hi Emma. Why not? What are you doing?

Why not? Because I haven’t got time! I’m in 
a new band with Grace, Alice and Laura! I 
9  the songs and I’m lead guitar. Grace 
is on keyboards, Alice 10  bass guitar 
and Laura 11 . She’s got a great voice. 
We’re really busy at the moment. 
I 12  loads of new songs. And we’ve 
got a gig next month so we 13  all the 
time. The concert is only in the youth club 
but it’s a great start. 

That’s brilliant! But what about your 
poor boyfriend, Dan? What 14  he 

 now?

Dan’s our manager. And he 15  a 
website for us. It’s his new project. You 
know he’s a techie! He 16  doing 
stuff on the Internet.

I don’t want to sound like your mum, but 
what about your course work, Emma? 
17  you  at the moment? You 
need good exam results so we can go to 
uni together.

Yes, I 18  all my course work. Don’t 
worry! The music is just a bit of fun.

2 Complete the dialogues with the adjectives in
brackets in the comparative or superlative form.

1b Answer the questions.

1 What does Emma usually do? 2 What is she doing at the moment? 3 What is Dan doing at the moment?

I can use comparatives & superlatives   A2
4 A I love this ice cream. And it’s enormous!

B Yes, this place sells __________ ice creams 
in town. (big)

5 A I’d like to buy a light laptop, please. 
B OK. Well, this is __________ and 

__________ one we’ve got. (thin, light)
6 A Do you prefer basketball or tennis?

B Tennis of course. It’s __________  than 
basketball. (good)

7 A What’s the answer to this question?
B That’s easy. Tigers are __________  than 

lions. (dangerous)

1 A I’m looking for some cheap jeans. 
B These are __________ jeans. They’re £25. 

(cheap)
2 A I’d like a book about the Matrix films.

B Well, we’ve got three. This is __________ 
one – The Matrix Uncovered. (interesting)

3 A I like Sam. I think he’s very funny.
B Do you? I think Eric is ________ than Sam.  

(funny)



I can listen accurately for 
information   A2
3a CD2.20 Listen and complete the information

about the concert.

I can write a blog about me   A2
4a Complete the blog about you.

4b Ask and answer the questions in exercise 4a
with your partner.

� ACTION POINT Writing
When you answer questions, check the grammar 
of the question. This will help you decide what 
tense to use in your answer. 

3b Listen again. Circle T (True) or F (False).

1 Space 3 is the smallest venue at Electric 
Academy. T / F

2 The concert isn’t very popular. T / F

3 Young people under 14 cannot go to the concert 
without an adult. T / F

4 Under 25s can’t buy alcohol without ID. T / F

5 You can’t book tickets on the phone. T / F

Title of blog

Your online name

Today’s post title

How are you today?

What are you thinking about?

What are you wearing today?

What do you wear when you are at home?

What are you listening on your phone at

the moment?

What do you listen to when you want to

relax?

What is the best place to visit in your

town or city?

What qualities do you admire in a person?

Prime Numbers
are coming to

Oxford!
Date 1_________

Doors open 2_________
Performance time 3__________

Space 4_________
Ticket price 5________

Website 6____________________

AUTOMATIC BLOG WRITER!
It’s easy to write a blog with us

5 Rewrite these sentences.

1 Paul’s a good German speaker. 

  Paul speaks German well .
2 He’s a safe driver. 
3 Andy’s a bad player. 
4 I’m a noisy eater. 
5 You’re a good writer. 
6 She’s a beautiful singer. 

★ We use adverbs with verbs to describe the 
manner of an action. Adverbs go after the 
verb.He’s a slow runner. = He runs slowly. 

★ To form an adverb we usually add -ly to the 
end of an adjective. 

 slow slowly angry angrily
★ Irregular adverbs
 fast fast hard hard   good well

6 Work in groups. One person chooses a verb and
an adverb from the list below. He or she mimes
the action. The others must guess the action.

sadly     happily     

stupidly     quietly     

loudly     rudely     

slowly     fast     

carefully     

thoughtfully     

dangerously     

enthusiastically     

badly     well     

crazily     

tiredly     miserably     

impatiently

walk in the park     

cook pasta     

write a novel     

sing an opera aria     

drive a lorry     

eat an ice cream     

play football     

clean the house     

play the piano     

swim in the sea     

open a door

adverbs of manner



I can do a quiz in English  A2

The biggest country in the world is…

a) the USA.  b) Canada.  c) Russia.

The country with the most languages is Papua New Guinea. There are…

a) about 850.  b) about 400.  c) about 100.

The population that eats the most chocolate is in Europe. It is…

a) the United Kingdom.  b) Switzerland. c) Belgium.

The world’s longest bridge is over 42 km long and is in…

a) the USA.  b) Dubai.  c) China.

According to a new report, the happiest country on the planet is…

a) Costa Rica.  b) Denmark.  c) Vietnam.

According to a new report, the saddest country in the world is…

a) Kuwait.  b) Luxembourg.  c) Benin, Africa.

The world’s deepest swimming pool is in Brussels, Belgium and it is…

a) 44 metres deep.  b) 33 metres deep. c) 22 metres deep.

The world’s largest building is in Washington, USA. It is a factory that builds…

a) trains.  b) ships.  c) aeroplanes. 

The smallest planet in our solar system is…

a) Uranus.  b) Mercury.  c) Venus.

The world’s largest tree house is in Tennessee, USA. It’s got…

a) 80 rooms.  b) 20 rooms.  c) 10 rooms.

The most dangerous road in the world has between 200 and  300 deaths a year! 

It is 61 km long and is in… 

a) Turkey.  b) Australia.  c) Bolivia.

Asking opinions
What do you think?

What about you?

Certainty & uncertainty
I know this one! I’m sure the answer is…

I’m not sure, but… I think…

I’m just guessing, but… I’ve got no idea!

I don’t know the answer. 

Agreeing & disagreeing
I agree. That’s right!

I think so, too. I don’t think so.

That’s not correct! No way!

1b Work in groups. Discuss the answers to the
questions. Decide on a group answer for each one.
Try to use the expressions in Core phrases.

2 CD2.21 Listen and check your answers
to the quiz. How many did you get
right?

1a Read the quiz and try to answer the questions.



Asking for & giving opinions
What do you think of… ?

Do you like…? Yes, I do. / No, I don’t. / A bit. / Not really. It’s/They’re not my thing. 

I love… / I like… / I quite like… / I don’t like… / I hate… / I can’t stand…

I think it’s/they’re… brilliant/awesome/cool/interesting/terrible/awful/boring.

Agreeing & disagreeing
Yeah! Me too. 

Really? I don’t. / I’m sorry, but I don’t. 
(after present simple statements) 
I’m sorry, but I’m not. (after verb be
statements)

I can talk about my life & free time  A2

3b Work in small groups. Talk about your
opinions on things in exercise 3a. Use
expressions from Core phrases.

What do you think of The Simpsons?
I hate The Simpsons!

Really? I love them! They’re fantastic.
Do you like James Bond?

Yes, I do. I think he’s cool.

4a Work in pairs. Complete the groups with all
the words and phrases you can think of.

3a Complete the form with your strong preferences. 4b Read the questions and add one more for
each group.

1   What’s your family like? How 
many brothers and sisters have you got? What are 
members of your family doing at the moment?

2   What’s your house like? How many 
bedrooms are there? What's the biggest room?  

3   What time do you 
get up? What do you have for lunch? Do you 
often do sport? 

4      What do you do in the 
evening? Can you swim? Are you good at sport?

5   What’s your best friend like? 
Who’s the oldest in your family? Are you a lazy 
person? 

6   What’s your town/
city like? Are there any museums? Which is your 
favourite shop? 

5a Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions
in exercise 4b including your own questions.

5b Report to the class. Tell them some
information about your partner.

Paolo’s got two brothers. One is older than him. 
The other is younger. He lives in a small house. He 
gets up at six o’clock. He studies in the evening. 
His best friend is Tom. He’s cheerful and friendly. 
Paolo’s town is small. He often goes to the cafés. 
His favourite café is Bar 21.  

6 COMPETENCE ZONE Write a profile of your
partner on your computer. Add photos if
possible.

Use What’s… like? to ask about the qualities 
of a person, place or thing.
What’s your town like? It’s very small, but it’s got
lots of shops and restaurants.
What’s your friend like? She’s quiet and friendly.
What’s your college like? It’s really big.

brother

make cakes

rel iablespor ts centre tal l
watch T V

si tt ing room

FAMILY

TOWN OR 
CITY

HOME

FREE TIME 
& SKILLS

PEOPLE

DAILY 
ROUTINE



Vocabulary

I can now talk about clothes, places in town & jobs
3 Complete the sentences with the correct words.

CLOTHES
1 Jackie always wears T-shirts and j_________ at weekends.
2 I want to buy some b_________ to wear with my new jacket 

and skirt.
3 My new winter c_________ is nice and warm!

PLACES IN TOWN
4 There’s a scary film on at the c_________ at the moment.
5 Harrods is London’s most famous d_________  s_________.
6 You can see a million strange old things in the m_________.

JOBS
7 My mum cuts people’s hair. She’s a h_________.
8 Paolo’s a w_________ . He works in an Italian restaurant.
9 Zoe works with animals. She’s a v_________.
 10 Dave’s got a dangerous job and he sometimes works at night. 

He’s a f_________.

Communication   

I can now buy clothes
4 Complete the dialogue with the correct words.

is it    in medium    of course    it’s great    try it on
£55    you are    looking for   this one    help you

SHOP ASSISTANT Can I 1____________________?
CUSTOMER Yes, please. I’m 2 ____________________ a black 

jacket.
SHOP ASSISTANT What about 3____________________? 
CUSTOMER Oh, that’s lovely. Have you got it 

4 ____________________?
SHOP ASSISTANT Yes, here 5____________________.
CUSTOMER How much 6____________________?
SHOP ASSISTANT It’s 7____________________.
CUSTOMER Can I 8____________________?
SHOP ASSISTANT Yes, 9____________________. The changing 

room’s over there. … Is it OK? 
CUSTOMER Yes, 10____________________. I’ll take it.

Writing

I can now write about clothes & accessories
5 Write a paragraph about your clothes and accessories. 

Write about 70 words.

● What are you wearing now? 
● What do you like wearing? 

I can now talk about clothes, places in town & jobs

__ | 10

I can now buy clothes

__ | 10

I can now write about clothes & accessories

__ | 10

TOTAL: __ | 40

Language

I can now talk about activities 
in progress, regular activities 
& comparing things

1 Choose the correct answer. 

1 She’s ________ her new hat today.
a) wear b) are wearing
c) wearing d) wears

2 Where ________ usually go at the 
weekend?
a) you b) are you
c) do d) do you

3 Alex and Becky ________ on the 
sofa at the moment.
a) sits b) sit
c) are sitting d) sitting

4 Farmers don’t often ________ 
inside during the day.
a) works b) work
c) working d) are working 

5 What album ________ Juan 
listening to on his headphones?
a) is b) are
c) do d) does 

2 Write complete sentences using 
the words given.

1 Jo  /  better dancer  /  Sophie
___________________________

2 Cricket  /  more  /  boring  /  
football
___________________________

3 Cities  /  not  / safe  /  villages
___________________________

4 The Nile  /  longest  /  river  /  
world
___________________________

5 Mercury  /  smallest  /  planet  /  
the solar system
___________________________
___________________________

I can now talk about activities 
in progress, regular activities 
& comparing things

__ | 10



It’s your best friend’s birthday party tomorrow. What do you do?

A You go shopping for new B You wash your favourite jeans 

  clothes. 
and shirt.

  You are in a clothes shop. There are some trousers for £100. They are 

beautiful. There are some trousers for £25. They are OK. What do you do?

A You buy the more B You buy the cheaper trousers.

  expensive trousers.

What are you wearing at the moment? Describe your clothes.

A fashionable and stylish B practical and comfortable

Quotes of the week

One machine can do the work of fifty ordinar  
men. No machine can do the work of one 

extraordinary man. Elbert Hubbard

Genius is one per cent inspiration, ninety-nine 
per cent perspiration. Thomas Edison

Early to bed, early to rise, makes you healthy, 
wealthy and wise. proverb

What’s big and grey and 

protects you from the rain?

What do you think? Who’s got the best job in the world?

Elisa Detrez
is from France, but 
she now works 
in Australia.  She 
travels around 
Queensland, does 
lots of exciting 
things and writes a 
blog about it. Cool! 

Alison Smith
invents and tries 
new ice cream 
flavours. She eats 
one bowl of ice 
cream every day. 
Yum!

Answers
Mostly As: You are a fashion king / queen. 
But you spend a lot of money on clothes!
Mostly Bs: You have more money in your 
jeans pocket. But your jeans aren’t very stylish!

Liz Eswein, 24, lives in 
New York City. She takes photos 
of the city and posts them on 
Instagram. She’s got nearly one 
million followers. Nice job!

Instagram photographer

Park ranger

Ice cream inventor
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