On reaching the top of the stairs he recovered himself, and decided to
give his famous demon’s laughter. This he had on more than one occasion

found extremely useful. It was said to have turned Lo ‘s hair
grey in a single night, and had certainly made three of Lal tgille’s
French governesses * leave before their month w ingly
laughed his most horrible laugh, till the ldmnd rang
again, but hardly had the terrible echo died en r opened,
and Mrs Otis came out in a light blue dressing&
‘I am afraid you are far from well,” she s dim 1 ha&mgh’c
on, yﬁy will find

you a bottle of Dr Dobell’s medicine. If it is

it an excellent remedy.” The ghost loo n fury,(qfd began at
once to make preparations for turni
an accomplishment” for which h j nd to which
the family doctor had always att ent madness of
Lord Canterville’s uncle. The so i otsteps, however,
made him hesitate, so he co
phosphorescent®, and yani
as the twins had come

n , and became very upset.
The vulgarity of the terialism of Mrs Otis, were
naturally extremel i t really upset him most was that
he had been unable to e suit 0% armour. He had hoped that even
modern Ager d beérilled by the sight of a ghost in
armour. i so uit. He had worn it with success at
the Kenilw ent, had been highly complimented on it
than Queéhn Elizabeth herself. Yet when he had put

Onreaching his room
th

difficult thing one  * overpowered: unable to control

can do well something
* broke down: cried * phosphorescent: glowing with light
* governesses: women who look after ¢ rang: echoed with a sound

and teach children * up: (here) over
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The Canterville Ghost

it on, he had been completely overpowered” by its weight, and had
fallen heavily on the stone pavement, hurting both his knees seriously,
and bruising his right hand.
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For some days after this he was extremely ill, and hardly moved from
his room at all, except to keep the blood-stain in good condition. However,

by taking great care of himself, he recovered, and decij ake a
third attempt to frighten the United States Minister a y.

He selected Friday 17th August for his appearan
that day looking through his costumes, final

ared feather, a shroud *, and a rusty dagger *. To
rainstorm started, and the wind was so str.

t most of
ing e hat with
ening a violent

ows
t, it ust the
sort of weather he loved. His plan of ac

Washington Otis’s room, sit at the foo ed, and@.o' himself

three times in the throat to the soun i
He especially disliked Washington, e hekne
was in the habit of removing ant

means of Pinkerton’s Paragon avi used a state of total
terror in the young man,he wa to the room occupied
by the United States Mi his wife, anwre place a cold, damp ‘

hand on Mrs Otis’s foreh ew, ered the awful secrets of

and doors in the old house shook and ratt

atitwashewho
alle blood-stain by

s ear. With regard to little
ind. She had never insulted

the mortuary * into heffemahling hus
Virginia, he had not up
him in any way an ref) an tle. A few low groans from the
, t
a

wardrobe, he thqugh be han sufficient, or, if that failed
to wake he t h§edcovers with twitching* fingers.

$$

(Gloss

* dagger: knife a handle * rattled: made a loud noise

* damp: wet ¢ shroud: cloth to cover a dead person

* foot: (here) bottom * stab: stick a knife in someone

° mortuary: room where dead peopleare  ° twitching: moving quickly and
kept before they are buried nervously
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The Canterville Ghost

As for the twins, he was quite determined to teach them a lesson. The
first thing to do was, of course, to sit on their chests, so as to reproduce

and one rolling eyeball °.

g ( ’

REVENGE
&

What do you think of the ghost’s plans
Have you ever decided to “teach som a less
Why? What happened?
| b R i
S Q
Q

.For some time he was
he twins, who, with the
energy of schoolboy i using themselves before
eleven all was quiet, and, as
family slept, unconscious of

¢

@

O
{

e United States. He stepped quietly
on his cruel, wrinkled ° mouth. On
ow, the very darkness seeming to hate

hite (usually witha  ° eyeball: the round part of your eye
chemical) * snoring: noise some people make when

¢ corpse: dead body they are sleeping

¢ crawl: move on your hands and knees  ° wrinkled: lined because he is old

* doom: bad thing that is going to happen
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He muttered * strange sixteenth-century curses " as he went, and held
up the rusty dagger in the midnight air. Finally he reached the corner
of the passage that led to Washington’s room. For a mo aused
there, then the clock struck the quarter, and he felt the
He chuckled ® to himself, and turned the corner.
he done this, he fell back in terror, and hid his

bony hands. Right in front of him was stab
still as a sculpture, and as dreadful as a mad
was bald * and shiny; its face round, fat and whi ous ddughter
seemed to have changed its features into an Rays@tScarlet”
light shone from its eyes, the mouth was ell* @b fire, and
horrible white clothes, like his own, wer: around@g enormous
anti riting, and

form. On its chest was a large card wi
with its right hand it held up a magi¥¥icent rd. >
Because he hadn’t seen a gh e wa@aturally, terribly

frightened, and after a secon k at t@awful phantom, he

ran back to his room. When mri@of his own apartment,
he threw himself down 11 bed and hlw face under the clothes.

eam! Its head

After a time, however, th an @lle spirit asserted itself”,
Qk to t@er ghost as soon as it was

&

and he decided to go
daylight.

: * hideous: horrible
¢ bald: without hair ° muttered: said in a low voice
¢ chuckled: laughed in a cruel way ¢ scarlet: bright red
* curses: when you wish bad things for ~ * spectre: ghost
other people * well: hole in the ground for water
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So, just as the dawn was touching the hills with silver light, he returned
towards the spot where he had first seen the terrible phantom, feeling
that, after all, two ghosts were better than one, and tha he help
of his new friend, he might safely fight against the twi rgwhing

the spot, however, a terrible sight met his eyes. N

Something had evidently happened to the‘ e, fo ight had
entirely faded® from its hollow eyes, the mN sword had
fallen from its hand, and it was leaning° in e WAlNMIN an
uncomfortable way. He rushed forward iti arms,
when, to his horror, the head fell off and tot loor. He
suddenly found himself holding a bo rom a %’te curtain,
with a sweeping brush, a kitchen knj pkin lying

at his feet! Unable to understand thiftrang ooked at the
card, and there in the grey mornirig e fearful words:

low
an

e read

N .

\/ Glossd
+ faded: became It bright ¢ learning: standing against something in
¢ fakes: false things; imitations order to get support

* hollow: with holes ¢ seized: took suddenly and violently
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The Canterville Ghost

The whole thing became clear. He had been tricked, foiled® and
outwitted °! The old Canterville look came into his eyes; he raised his
withered * hands high above his head, and swore that wh ckerel
had crowed ® twice, acts of blood would be done, and ey ould
walk about with silent feet.

As soon as he had finished saying this a co.c e distance.
He laughed a long, low, bitter ‘ laugh, and wait

waited, but the cock, for some strange reas

after hour he

il NOWrow &cond
S

time.

rvants r@e him give

So finally, at half past seven, the arrival@¥'t
up his wait, and he walked back to hj king gélis destroyed
hopes. There he read several old boo f tha ery occasion

he had used this oath®, the cock ed twi

He then got into a comforta @1 stayed there until

evening.

5

THE GHO

e realises he has been tricked? —

), !
; {
s B i

* lead: a heavy metal

* cockerel: male * oath: solemn promise

¢ crowed: sound a hen or cockerel makes  ° outwitted: when someone is more
(Jesus said that Peter was going to betray clever than you
him after the cock crowed twice) * withered: old and dry

¢ foiled: stopped from being successful
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After Reading

1 List the English characters who appear i d say
who they are. '
2 Complete the table describing the OtisN
The Otis Family Appearance and c@ $

Hiram B.
@ Ny
uwwing %gs to show his view

S

a) Pinkerton’s Cha Re@r and Paragon Detergent
1cs@

b) Tammany Risj n i
c) Dr Dobell’s med1 $
4 Who 8s, ho do they refer to? And what

&
t thegglationship between the British and

&

3 How does Wilde
of Americans?

a modern country, where we have everything money
can buy...¥reckon that if there were such a thing as a ghost in Europe,
we’d have it at home in a very short time in one of our public museums,
or on the road as a show.”
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After Reading

b) Indeed, in many ways, she was quite English, and was an excellent
example of the fact that we really have everything in common with

America nowadays, except, of course, language.
c) “I guess the old country is so overpopulated that (¢ ave
enough decent weather for everybody.”

tt

terville
al ghosts in

&

What do the words in italics tell yo
Ghost and how is he different from t

other stories? m

a) the Canterville ghost stood quite motio gl nturalylignation

b) had he been so badly insulted Q’

¢) he decided to have revenge @

d) with the enthusiasm of true artigfiile we er ha st celebrated
performances °

e) he entirely broke down, and upseQ

f) he was, naturally, terribly e Q

g) ‘I am so lonely and $0 u \'b

Sir Simon has a se of Quties as a ghost. Find

quotations whic this a e, and explain why he

feels annoyed w is f

y.
Q
Which character e st do you like most, and least,
? er. é
VSN

r ey. Describe what happens in the
e Otis faiflily arrives.

ions would ask the ghost? Ask and answer in
pairs.
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